Additional references to these questions about the lifesling:

See also thread of questions on rigger Brion Toss’ website where others pick up this question:

http://www.briontoss.com/spartalk/showthread.php?t=1931
email from a Dan Lehman who suggests other solutions



> From: LYRICSAILS@aol.com
> Date: Tue, 13 Oct 2009 00:15:20 -0400
> Subject: Re: Integrity of Lifesline Knot : Ideas for Re-Rigging
> To: dan_lehman@hotmail.com

> CC: jim@siriuscyber.net



> Dan--

> 

> We have your email below and will discuss it at our

> board meeting this week.  Will be back to you with

> ideas that come from that.

Tad,

thanks for the reply and update.

Here is a link to one simple solution, which I posted also to

the SparTalk forum.  This knot is based on what I call an "Offset"

Overhand bend, frequently used by rockclimbers in rappelling to

join two ropes (rappelled up double); here, it is loaded as an eye

knot.  In your initial loading of a LifeSling, the knot would be loaded

as is shown in the presentation as an eye knot; upon the at-boat

hoisting by hooking into the eye ("ring-loading" it), the knot becomes

the venerable Ring Bend (and arguably the stronger loading of that

-- a point about which are the loaded ends, which are free ends,

in the parallel-stranded knot structure).  It should be secure in

your material, and the free end is presented nicely parallel to one

eye leg where it can be seized/stitched for assured security.

http://docs.google.com/Doc?id=dfxv4svj_0f8xtcfdt&hl=en

  [ Offset Ring Bend eyeknot ]

It is also conceivable that the chosen knot would have a 2nd,

smaller eye, expressly for the hooking application.  This could

be effected e.g. by a sequence of two such Offset Overhand

eye knots, there being in essence and eye between them

(such structure is seen e.g. in a rockclimber's "etrier", which

is a sort of webbing (or rope) ladder); in this case, there would

be no seizing at the outermost eye, only of the very end.  In

the absence of being able to use the additional, small, hoisting

eye, the large eye would remain a viable option as in the first

instance.

 - - - - - -  Further Comments, on reading LS Guidelines -:

I've just come across these instructions

[ www.ussailing.org/safety/Studies/2001_bc1.htm ]

|  LIFESLING INSTALLATION ADJUSTMENTS for all models.
|  Bowline or Lifting Eye.
| The most important adjustment to any LIFESLING is to have a
|  lifting point that can be reached without leaning over the side of
|  the retrieving vessel.  The bowline loop should reach above the
|  deck of your boat so that when the victim is alongside someone
|  can easily reach the loop to connect the lifting hoist without leaning
|  over the side.
| (1)>>> This usually means adjusting the size of the bowline <<<
|  in the LIFESLING to match your boat’s freeboard at the point
|  where the victim will be hoisted aboard.
| (2)>>> The new bowline must be taped, seized or sewed
|  so that it does not open inadvertently.


re #1:  If indeed the eye needs to be resized per boat,
then there is a knot using an Overhand base (Ashley's #1029)
which will enable this more readily than the Offset Overhand
eye knot.  Esp. re ...
#2, as YOU could pre-seize the end without that being an
impediment to sizing the eye.  (This is true of the Bowline,
and --a better orientation to use here-- the "Left-Handed"
aka "Cowboy" bowline (end on outside); the main line's
passage through the knot can be adjusted with essentially
the tail having been sewn to form a small eye the the main
line ties to as a Sheet bend.)


| (3)>>> An alternat[iv]e adjustment is to tie an overhand loop
|    >>>  for the hoist attachment in the line at the deck edge
|  within easy reach of the person on deck.


Re #3, a better knot to tie in this instance is the Butterfly,
and there is a particular variation of that knot that well
suits this application, where the direction of loading is
known (pulling upwards).


|  Overhand Knots.
| (4)>>> It is recommended that the owner tie overhand knots
|  in the LIFESLING retrieval line starting at the end of the
|  bowline at nine inch intervals for several feet to a point which
|  is above the lifelines. This enables remaining crew to have
|  grab points for manually pulling the victim up out of the water.
|  It also serves as a warning to the victim that the bowline loop
|  and LIFESLING are approaching as the trailing line is pulled
|  past/around him/her in the water.


I realize I'm venturing into uncharted waters here for almost
anyone, but there is another knot -- just a half turn more than
an Overhand -- that should work better here in being (a) stronger,
(b) non-jamming, and (c) a little more bulky!.  It is essentially
Ashley's #525.
--dl*

====

ps:  It was a pretty successful 40th Anniversary Sailboat Show

in Annapolis just concluded (Thurs-Monday).  I was there only

briefly, yesterday afternoon, and alas did not meet up with a

LifeSling (though I now see one vendor offering specials for

the show).

